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the Amavasya of Mrigashirsha. Now we have shown
before that on the Amavasya of Kartika when there
was an eclipse of the sun the moon was in Jyeshtha.
From Jyeshtha to Mriga there are 15 Nakshatras which
the moon would ordinarily require 14 days to go oven
The statement of Bhishma that he lay on his bed for 58
days is reconciled by the commentator by a pun upon the
word Ashtapanchashat which ordinarily means 58 but is
made to mean 42 by deducting the same from one
hundred. From Mrigashirsha 8th of the dark half when
Bhishma fell wounded to Magha 5th bright half when he
is supposed to have died we count 42 days only but not
58 and the commentator has succeeded in transforming
58 into 42. But he has forgotten to notice another
remark in the Anushasanaparva where Yudhishthira is
said to have stayed 50 nights in Hastinapura after the
end of the war and then gone to see Bhishma, as he was
to die when Uttarayana would commence. On our part
we think it is impossible to reconcile these statements
unless we change the reading of some of them as Ayyar
has done or reject some as interpolations. It is safest
and involves the least change to reject the last two state-
ments in the Anushasanaparva so that all the rest are
reconciled and to hold that the moon was either in Mriga
or Bharani on the first day of the fight. Mr. Modak,
who takes that the moon was in real Magha and Sayana
Mriga, is xiot troubled by the discrepancy in the number
of days intervening between Bhishma's fall and death.
The second half of the shloka is equally a riddle like
the first All the seven planets can never shine in the
sky at the same time, for when the sun shines the rest